
October 1891. A hard winter approaches across the Rocky Mountains. The city of Butte, Montana is rich on 
copper mines and rampant with vice and debauchery among a hard-living crowd of immigrant Irish workers. 
Here we find Tom Rourke, a young poet and ballad-maker of the town, but also a doper, a drinker, and a 
fearsome degenerate. Just as he feels his life is heading nowhere fast, Polly Gillespie arrives in town as the 
new bride of the extremely devout mine captain Long Anthony Harrington. A thunderbolt love affair takes 
spark between Tom and Polly and they strike out west on a stolen horse, moving through the badlands of 
Montana and Idaho, and briefly an idyll of wild romance perfects itself. But a posse of deranged Cornish 
gunmen are soon in hot pursuit and closing in fast. With everything to lose and the safety and anonymity of 
San Francisco still a distant speck on their horizon, the choices they make will haunt them for the rest of 
their lives.

Kevin Barry The Heart in Winter 
9.11 | 6:00-7:00 pm

Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the Kansas Territory in 1857, when the region is a battleground 
between anti- and pro-slavery forces. When John Brown, the legendary abolitionist, arrives in the area, an 
argument between Brown and Henry?s master quickly turns violent. Henry is forced to leave town? with 
Brown, who believes he?s a girl. Over the ensuing months, Henry? whom Brown nicknames Little 
Onion? conceals his true identity as he struggles to stay alive. Eventually Little Onion finds himself with 
Brown at the historic raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859? one of the great catalysts for the Civil War. An 
absorbing mixture of history and imagination, and told with McBride?s meticulous eye for detail and 
character, The Good Lord Bird is both a rousing adventure and a moving exploration of identity and survival.

James McBride The Good Lord Bird
10.9 | 6:00-7:00pm   

Louise Eldrich Future Home of the Living God
11.20 | 6:00-7:00pm
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Louise Erdrich paints a startling portrait of a young woman fighting for her life and her unborn child against 
oppressive forces that manifest in the wake of a cataclysmic event in this dystopian novel. 
Twenty-six-year-old Cedar Hawk Songmaker, adopted daughter of a pair of Minneapolis liberals, is as 
disturbed and uncertain as the rest of America around her. But for Cedar, this change is profound and 
deeply personal. She is four months pregnant. Though she wants to tell the adoptive parents who raised 
her from infancy, Cedar first feels compelled to find her birth mother, Mary Potts, an Ojibwe to understand 
both her and her baby?s origins. As Cedar goes back to her own biological beginnings, society around her 
begins to disintegrate, fueled by a swelling panic about the end of humanity.



Among the most memorialized women in American history, Sacajewea served as interpreter and guide for 
Lewis and Clark?s Corps of Discovery. In this visionary novel, acclaimed Indigenous author Debra Magpie 
Earling brings this mythologized figure vividly to life, casting unsparing light on the men who brutalized 
her and recentering Sacajewea as the arbiter of her own history. Raised among the Lemhi Shoshone, in 
this telling the young Sacajewea is bright and bold, growing strong from the hard work of ?learning all 
ways to survive?: gathering berries, water, roots, and wood; butchering buffalo, antelope, and deer; 
catching salmon and snaring rabbits; weaving baskets and listening to the stories of her elders. When her 
village is raided and her beloved Appe and Bia are killed, Sacajewea is kidnapped and then gambled away 
to Charbonneau, a French Canadian trapper.

Debra Magpie Earling The Lost Journals of Sacajawea
2.12 | 6:00-7:00 pm

On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son to a mother who cannot read. Written when the 
speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the letter unearths a family's history that began before he was 
born ?  a history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam ?  and serves as a doorway into parts of his life his 
mother has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At once a witness to the fraught 
yet undeniable love between a single mother and her son, it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, 
class, and masculinity. Asking questions central to our American moment, immersed as we are in 
addiction, violence, and trauma, but undergirded by compassion and tenderness, On Earth We're Briefly 
Gorgeous is as much about the power of telling one's own story as it is about the obliterating silence of 
not being heard.

Ocean Vuong On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous
1.15 | 6:00-7:00pm

America?s national parks are breathing spaces in a world in which such spaces are steadily disappearing, 
which is why more than 300 million people visit the parks each year. Now Terry Tempest Williams, the 
author of the environmental classic Refuge and the beloved memoir When Women Were Birds, returns 
with The Hour of Land, a literary celebration of our national parks, an exploration of what they mean to us 
and what we mean to them. From the Grand Tetons in Wyoming to Acadia in Maine to Big Bend in Texas 
and more, Williams creates a series of lyrical portraits that illuminate the unique grandeur of each place 
while delving into what it means to shape a landscape with its own evolutionary history into something of 
our own making. Part memoir, part natural history, and part social critique, The Hour of Land is a 
meditation and a manifesto on why wild lands matter to the soul of America.

Terry Tempest Williams The Hour of the Land
3.12 | 6:00-7:00pm

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy born to a teenaged single mother in 
a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's good looks and copper-colored hair, a 
caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath, relayed in his own 
unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, 
addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a 
popular culture where even the superheroes have abandoned rural people in favor of cities.

Barbara Kingsolver Demon Copperhead
4.9 | 6:00-7:00pm

Elif Batuman The Idiot
5.14 | 6:00-7:00pm
The year is 1995, and email is new. Selin, the daughter of Turkish immigrants, arrives for her freshman 
year at Harvard. She signs up for classes in subjects she has never heard of, befriends her charismatic 
and worldly Serbian classmate, Svetlana, and, almost by accident, begins corresponding with Ivan, an 
older mathematics student from Hungary. Selin may have barely spoken to Ivan, but with each email they 
exchange, the act of writing seems to take on new and increasingly mysterious meanings. At the end of 
the school year, Ivan goes to Budapest for the summer, and Selin heads to the Hungarian countryside, to 
teach English in a program run by one of Ivan's friends. On the way, she spends two weeks visiting Paris 
with Svetlana. Selin's summer in Europe does not resonate with anything she has previously heard about 
the typical experiences of American college students, or indeed of any other kinds of people. 
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